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PRELUDE  Gather Us In PSB 1 
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ENTRANCE May Jesus Christ be Praised! CLH 51 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION (standing) 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.† 

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

 



5 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your 

Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his 

steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 
 

 
THE FIRST READING        Acts 8:26-40 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, 
“Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the 
passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,  
so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him.  
Who can describe his generation?  
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 

Silence - to collect ourselves before God  
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Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

People  Thanks be to God 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSALM 22:25-31   (Read Responsively) 

25  From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 

26  The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

    those who seek him shall praise the Lord. 

    May your hearts live for ever! 

27  All the ends of the earth shall remember 

    and turn to the Lord; 

 and all the families of the nations 

    shall worship before him. 

28  For dominion belongs to the Lord, 

    and he rules over the nations. 

29  To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

    and I shall live for him. 

30  Posterity will serve him; 

    future generations will be told about the Lord, 

31  and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

    saying that he has done it. 

 

 

 

Silence-What indeed is God saying? 
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THE SECOND READING 1 John 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 

God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's 

love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 

might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 

also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 

lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 

And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 

God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So 

we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in 

love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their 

brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 

seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is 

this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silence-What indeed is God saying? 
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SEQUENCE HYMN We Will Glorify PSB 119 

  
 
 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1-8 
  
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes 

every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 

bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides 

in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 

abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified 

by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON (seated) The Reverend Dr. Jerry Smith 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NICENE CREED  (Said by all, standing) 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection† of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Jesus, our exalted Lord, has been given all authority. 

Let us seek his intercession that our prayers may be perfected  

by his prayer. 

 

Jesus Christ, great high priest, 

living for ever to intercede for us, 

pray for the Church, your broken body in the world especially for Justin Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Michael our Presiding bishop, John & Charles our bishops and all in 

church leadership… 

Silence is kept 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Jesus Christ, King of righteousness, 

enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high,  

pray for the world, and make it subject to your gentle rule (we pray for our President 

Joe, Governor Ron and Mayor John as well as all in governmental authority ).… 

Silence is kept 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
Jesus Christ, Son of Man, 

drawing humanity into the life of God, 

pray for your sisters and brothers in need, distress, or sorrow, especially those for 

whom our prayers are desired (remember them out loud now)…  

Silence is kept 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Jesus, pioneer of our salvation, 

bringing us to glory through your death and resurrection,  

surround with your saints and angels 

those who have died trusting your promises … 

Silence is kept 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, 

ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe,  

pray for us who receive the gifts you give us for work in your service …  

Silence is kept 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift, 

look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those  

who shall choose a bishop for this Diocese ,that we may receive a faithful  

pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Jesus Christ, 

keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet;  

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   
 

 

 
 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly 

sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life.† 

People Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PEACE (Standing)   

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

All  And also with you.  

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

 

If you would like to support the work of Holy Comforter you can text the word GIVE to 

844-462-8754 and follow the instructions OR you can make a donation via PayPal. 
 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 
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OFFERTORY  Oh Lord, You’re Beautiful PSB 112 
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A (Standing) 

Celebrant         The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant     Lift up your hearts. 
People         We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 
again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name. 
 
 

Celebrant and People (Spoken) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.   

†Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 

 

(The people may remain standing or kneel.) 

Celebrant  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had  fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a     
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and 
death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  (Celebrant and people) 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. † Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 

at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Amen.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

Celebrant    Jesus says, I am the bread of life, whoever eats this bread will live forever. 

People        Our hearts hunger for you; give us this bread always. 

 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

Grant us peace. 
 
 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the children of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION SONGS Abide With Me Hymnal 662 
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COMMUNION SONGS Come My Way, My Truth, My Life Hymnal 487 

 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  (All stand) 
   
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE BLESSING† 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN How Firm a Foundation Hymnal 636 
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DISMISSAL  

Deacon Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please place your kneeler in the down position so the cleaning crew will 

know which pews need to be sanitized before the next service.  Thank 

you 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
WELCOME ALL to our services today. 

Please call the church office if we may assist you. 
We would love to hear from you.  
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The policy for Prayers of the People is to list a person for one month. 

Please call or email the office if extended prayers are needed. 

 

Pray for our sick, especially Celeste Rosenau, Victoria Doyle, Cynthia 

Newman, Wayne Makin, Tom McHaffie, Elaine Yaege, Lynda Makin, 

Howard Schleich, Laura Rollins, and Anita Davis. 

 

Pray for all who have died.   

 

Pray for our school; for Peter, Head of School; for Amy, Head of Middle 

School; for Brenda, Head of Lower School; for Michelle, Director of 

Preschool; and especially for Mary Beth Bowen and Jen Cureton. 

  

Pray for those celebrating birthdays, especially Susan Parmalee, Marie 

McHaffie, Hilda Starbuck, Carol Brady, Pat Desilet, Glen Yaege, Karin 

Zawrotny, Matthew Zawrotny, Steve Pessah, Julie Woodworth, and Jo 

Deeb. 

 

Pray for those celebrating anniversaries, especially Barbara & Tommy 

Denis, Beth & Steve Pessah, and Charles & Jeanette Scriven. 
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Welcome to Holy Comforter Episcopal Church  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

                 

         

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 The flowers on the altar today 
are given by the Robinson 
Family to celebrate the 
marriage of Kathryn Robinson 
to Timothy Hearson.  

 

TODAY 
 

MAY 2 

       8 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 

9 a.m. Spiritual Journey 

 

9:15 a.m. Centering Prayer 

 

10:30 a.m.  Children’s Ministry  

 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

4 p.m. Middle School BB Youth 

 

5:15 p.m. High School BB Youth 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
Monday, May 3 

Morning Prayer, live on Facebook, 8:30 am 
 

Tuesday, May 4 

Morning Prayer, live on Facebook, 8:30 am 

Robinson Memorial Garden, 1 pm 

Grief Group, 7 pm, In-person 

Compline, live on Facebook, 9 pm 
 

Wednesday, May 5 

Morning Prayer, live on Facebook, 8:30 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, 5:30 pm 

Choir Rehearsal, 6:45 pm 
 

Thursday, May 6 

Morning Prayer, live on Facebook, 8:30 am 

Compline, live on Facebook, 9 pm 
 

Friday, May 7 

Morning Prayer, live on Facebook, 8:30 am 
 

Saturday, May 8 

Food Pantry, 9 am 

 

 

    

 
The flowers are given today by 

the Robinson Family to 
celebrate the marriage of 

Kathryn Robinson to 
Timothy Hearson. 
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The next meeting of the Book Group will 
 

be on Sunday, May 9th at 5:00 PM.  The 

book we are reading is Dissolution, by 

British writer C. J. Sansom in 2004. 
 

If you are interested in joining please contact Rob Brunger at 224-7729 

or brungerrob@embarqmail.com. 
 
 

 

 

 

HCEC Book Group                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connect Women’s Picnic - Rescheduled 
 

All ladies are invited to a picnic at Killearny Way Park on 
Sunday, May 16th at 12:30 pm. Everyone will bring their own 
lunch and we’ll enjoy sharing time together. 
 
This past year has been a challenge to say the least. It makes 
me think of this verse from Galatians 6:2 “Carry each other’s 
burden, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 
We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Your Connect Women’s Team 
Jenna Brown Kathy DuBose Brandy Luce Mary Nielsen 
and Marjie Smith 😃✝️ 
 

mailto:brungerrob@embarqmail.com
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