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PRELUDE  Emmanuel Instrumental 

 

 

 

ENTRANCE Rejoice, Rejoice Believers! Hymnal 68 

 

` 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION (standing) 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. †  

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

Celebrant Let us Pray. 

 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Officiant: Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a 

meaning. This first candle is HOPE.  

The candle is lit.  

Isaiah 9:2,6-7  

The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined. 

For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

   and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

   He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to hope. Give us 

grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives, for this community, and for the world. 

Through Jesus Christ, the source of our redemption and hope.  Amen 
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Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 

light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 

great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen 

 

Silence - to collect ourselves before God  
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CHILDREN’S SERMON While We Are Waiting, Come 
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THE FIRST READING        Isaiah 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our 
iniquity. 

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter;  
we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever.  
Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

People  Thanks be to God 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silence-What indeed is God saying? 
  

  

 

 



8 

 

 

PSALM 80:1-7, 16-18 (Read Responsively) 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;  

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,  

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts,  

how long will you be angered 

despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears;  

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors,  

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand,  

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you;  

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;  

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

 

 

THE SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 

you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 

you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship 

of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN Watchman, Tell Us of the Night Hymnal 640 

 

 
Continued →

Silence-What indeed is God saying? 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Mark 13:24-37 
  
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then 

he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 

earth to the ends of heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 

until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is 

like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 

with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—

for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 

or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And 

what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
THE SERMON (seated) The Reverend Canon Dr. Jerry Smith
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THE NICENE CREED  (Said by all, standing) 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection† of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 

before our Maker and Redeemer. 
 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy,  

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

That God may establish among the nations his scepter of righteousness; we pray for 

world leaders including our own President Donald; our Governor Ron and our 

Mayor John, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
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That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures and recognize him in the breaking of the 

bread. To that end we pray  for our church leaders, bishops, Justin, Michael, John & 

Charles and local clergy Jerry, Beth & Jeanie. 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

That God may bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick, 

and raise up all who have fallen, especially those we remember today,  

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

That the light of God’s coming may dawn 

on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death,  

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

That, with all the saints in light, 

we may shine forth as lights for the world, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray 

to the mercy and protection of our heavenly Father:  
 

Silence is kept and/or personal prayers are added 
 

Almighty God, 

as your blessed Son Jesus Christ 

first came to seek and to save the lost; 

so may he come again to find in us 

the completion of his redeeming work; 

for he is now alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   
 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly 

sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life.† 

People Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE (Standing)   

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. Alleluia. 

All  And also with you. Alleluia 
 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to support the work of Holy Comforter you can text the word GIVE to 

844-462-8754 and follow the instructions OR you can make a donation via PayPal. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY  My Lord, What a Morning  
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

Eucharistic Prayer A (Standing) 
Celebrant         The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant     Lift up your hearts. 
People         We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph 
to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name. 
 
Celebrant and People (Spoken) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.   

†Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   
 

(The people may remain standing or kneel.) 

Celebrant  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had  fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a     
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and 
death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  (Celebrant and people) 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. † Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 

at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

Celebrant    Jesus says, I am the bread of life, whoever eats this bread will live forever. 

People        Our hearts hunger for you; give us this bread always. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

Grant us peace. 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the children of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

COMMUNION SONG O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Hymnal 56 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  (All stand) 
   
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING† 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Hymnal 616 
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DISMISSAL  

Deacon Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia 

All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
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If you are joining us in person today please place your kneeler in the 

down position so the cleaning crew will know which pews need to be 

sanitized before the next service.  Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   
WELCOME ALL to our services today. 

Please call the church office if we may assist you. 
We would love to hear from you.  
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The policy for Prayers of the People is to list a person for one month. 

Please call or email the office if extended prayers are needed 

 

 

Pray for our sick, especially Celeste Rosenau, Bishop Henry Louttit, 

Victoria Doyle, Cynthia Niemann, Wayne Makin, Tom McHaffie, Dan, 

Vicki Spitzer, Kathy Florez, Elaine Yaege, Claire Balbo, Harriette 

McCarter, Laura Rollins, Lynda Makin, Barbara Rumph, Mike Maring, 

Nancy Jo Reese, Darwin; Hollie, Joan & Jimbob Maddox, Wayne, Chris 

Busby, and Phyllis. 

 

Pray for those in assisted living facilities and all who are isolated during this 

time. 

 

Pray for all who have died. 

 

Pray for our school; for Peter, Head of School; for Amy, Head of Middle 

School; for Brenda, Head of Lower School; for Michelle, Director of 

Preschool; and especially for Leslie Peebles, Mark Story, and Jim Bentley. 

  

Pray for those celebrating birthdays, especially Hollie Maddox, Alice Bejnar, 

Miles Goznell, Alexis Huntley, Kay Carraway, Chris Poulos, and Judy 

Scheidt. 

  

Pray for those celebrating anniversaries, especially Wayne & Lynda Makin 

and Brian & Jennifer Jacobs. 
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Welcome to Holy Comforter Episcopal Church  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

                

         

          

 

                   

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

 
TODAY 

 

NOVEMBER 29 

       8 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 

9:45 a.m.  Children’s Ministry 

(Zoom) 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

(Streaming online at hc-ec.org) 

 
 

 

 

 
THIS WEEK 

 

Monday, November 30 

Morning Prayer live on Facebook, 8:30 am 
 

Tuesday, December 1 

Morning Prayer live on Facebook, 8:30 am 

Finance Committee, 12 pm 

Grief Group, 7 pm 

Compline live on Facebook, 9 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 2 

Morning Prayer live on Facebook, 8:30 am 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, 5:30 pm 

Youth Group, 7 pm 
 

Thursday, December 3 

Morning Prayer live on Facebook, 8:30 am 

Compline live on Facebook, 9 pm 
 

Friday, December 4 

Morning Prayer live on Facebook, 8:30 am 
 

Saturday, December 5 

Food Pantry, 9 am 
 

 

Looking Ahead 

 
Dec. 6th – Parking Lot 

Ingathering & Lunch, 1 pm 

 

Christmas Eve & Day 

 

Dec. 24th – 4:30 & 8:30 pm 

 

Dec.25th – 10:30 am 
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The beautiful flowers on the 

altar this week are given by 

Patricia Faircloth in loving 

memory of her parents Sara 

“Pat” Mahan and Charles 

G. Mahan. 

 

 

 

 

Join us Sunday, December 6 at 1 p.m. for 

our next parking lot liturgy. Watch our 

10:30 a.m. service online and come to the 

church for lunch, music, fellowship at a 

distance, and communion. This will serve as 

our in-gathering service to collect any 

pledge cards if you have not already sent 

them in. More info to come, just save the 

date. 
 

GRACE MISSION 
 

During the holiday season, Grace Mission could use our 

help with wrapping and assembling gifts for children and 

adults on December 4th & 5th (Children gifts) and 

December 12th & 19th (Adult gifts) between 10 am & 2 

pm. 

 

Contact Pastor Amanda at 224-3817 if you can pitch in 

and help make someone's Christmas better. 
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Holy Comforter Episcopal Church 
  

The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard, Bishop  

The Rt. Rev. Charles Keyser, Assisting Bishop 

The Reverend Canon Dr. Jerry Smith, Rector 

The Reverend Beth Pessah, Associate Rector 

The Reverend Dn. Jeanie Beyer, Archdeacon 

  
                             VESTRY 
                                     Amy Johnson, Senior Warden 

                                        Mary Cordero, Junior Warden  

 Lannie Cardona 

                 Randy Desilet 

    Tricia Culbertson 

    Bill Thomsen  

    Chris Jester 

 Hollie Maddox, Treasurer 

    Carolyn DiSalvo, Clerk   

  

STAFF 
Doty Wenzel, Director of Administration  

 Julianne Chester, Director of Children & Families Ministry 

Gina Resavage, Finance Manager 

John-Mark Schacht, Director of Music 

 Randy Winton, Youth Director 

Bonnie McHugh, Verger 

 

 

 

 

 Admin@HC-EC.org  
Office 850-877-2712 Website: www.HC-EC.org 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thu. 9:00-3:00, Fri. 9:00-Noon 

2015 Fleischmann Road, Tallahassee FL 32308 

  


